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Digital Mammography Available at Eastern Oklahoma Medical Center
Eastern Oklahoma Medical Center is pleased to announce that the latest in digital mammography technology is now available.  With the installation of Fuji’s Computed Radiography for Mammography (FCRm) system, developed by FUJIFILM Medical Systems USA, Inc., EOMC is now one of the first breast imaging facilities in the U.S. to offer this digital mammography capability.

“Screening mammography is still recognized as the most effective tool available for the early detection of breast cancer,” said Terry Buckner, CEO.  “And according to a recent landmark study, digital mammography offers significant benefits to certain groups of women.  We’re proud to be able to provide the most advanced screening technology available to identify cancers early when they are most treatable.” 

Digital mammography, a mammogram that uses new detection technologies and computers instead of film, was found in a landmark clinical study of more than 42,000 women to be better than film-screen mammography in detecting breast cancer in three groups:  women under 50, pre- and peri-menopausal women, and women with dense breasts. Digital mammograms are 15 percent more accurate among women under age 50 or not yet in menopause, and 11 percent more accurate among women with dense breasts.

From the patient’s perspective, the procedure for a digital mammogram is the same as for a conventional film mammogram; however, since the images are available almost immediately and no film development time is necessary, the wait time for the patient is less. 
Furthermore, EOMC also uses Fuji’s Synapse® PACS, or Picture Archiving and Communication System, which enables the digital mammograms to be electronically viewed, transmitted and stored.  Synapse enables the interpreting physician to use digital tools to electronically enhance and magnify the images, and to adjust the contrast to better examine any suspicious areas.  This reduces the need for the patient to be called back for additional exposures.  The PACS also facilitates long-distance consultations with other specialists since the digital images can be readily transmitted to other facilities.  They can also readily be transferred to a CD if a patient needs to take them to another facility.
Because of the unique design of Fuji’s digital mammography solution, EOMC is able to ensure that every woman scheduled for breast screening receives a digital mammogram.
“The benefits we are experiencing with Fuji’s digital mammography are not only allowing us to do our jobs more effectively and efficiently but, more importantly, they are enabling us to provide the top level of care for our breast imaging patients,” said Cheryl Craig, Lab/Radiology Manager.  “Fuji’s Computed Radiography for Mammography is the most widely used digital mammography system in the world, and we’re pleased to be among one of the first facilities in the United States to offer its benefits.”

According to the American Cancer Society, breast cancer is the leading cause of cancer death in women between the ages of 15 and 54, and the second cause of cancer death in women 55 to 74. In {State}, {Number of Women} women are expected to die from breast cancer this year.  Fortunately, 96 percent of women who find and treat breast cancer early will be cancer-free after five years.  A breast exam by a doctor should also be part of a periodic health exam every year for women 40 and above. 

Eastern Oklahoma Medical Center is accredited by the Joint Commission on Accreditation of Healthcare Organizations.  The hospital is licensed to operate 82 acute care beds and has an average daily census of 28 patients.  The LeFlore County Commissioners, Freddie Cox, Lance Smith and Carroll Rogers appoint the Board of Trustees to the Hospital Authority. Members of the Board of Trustees are G.R. (Rod) Fulsom, Chairman, Paige, OK; Jim Scarbrough, Treasurer, Heavener, OK; Aud Balentine, Secretary, Wister, OK;  Jim Linville, Member, Spiro, OK; Carrel Vaughn, Member, Wister, OK; Wayne Hoffman, Member, Cameron, OK; and Mary Helen Lucas, Member, Poteau, OK. Mr. Dean Warren serves as legal counsel to the board of Trustees. 
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