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HOSPITAL APPROVES NEW OB PROJECT
At their regular monthly meeting the Eastern Oklahoma Medical Center board of Trustees approved a $895,000 contract to do a major remodel and new construction for a new Labor, Delivery, and Obstetrics Unit.  The state of the art, 8,000 sq ft unit will have three delivery rooms, one observation room, eight large private patient rooms with sleep sofa and other amenities, two nurses’ stations and a nursery.  The project will start in mid December and should be completed by the end of April 2010.
The new OB Unit will replace the existing 59-year-old department.  “I believe that delivering babies is part of our mission and to continue to provide this service, we need a modern state of the art OB Unit, state Aud Balentine, Trustee Member.  Rod Fulsom, Trustee Chairman and the other Trustee members agreed with Balentine.  
Terry Buckner, CEO reviewed the project budget with the board and told them that when adding up Architectural, Engineering, and furnishings the new units total project expense would be approximately $1.2 million.  “We have a good group of OB doctors, and this new space will only enhance what they can do at EOMC,” stated Buckner.  
The $1.2 million dollar project will be funded internally using board designated and operating funds and will not incur any debt.  Over 450 babies are delivered each year at EOMC, which requires new mothers to spend approximately 1,350 days in the hospital.  The new unit will have the capacity to hold 2,950 annual patient days.  EOMC currently delivers approximately 55% of the LeFlore County babies.
Oakridge Builders from Tulsa is the general contractor for the project and Med Arch from Tulsa provided the architectural services.  Both firms specialize in healthcare construction projects.      

Eastern Oklahoma Medical Center is licensed to operate 82 acute care beds and has an average daily census of 28 patients.  The LeFlore County Commissioners, Freddie Cox, Lance Smith and Carroll Rogers appoint the Board of Trustees to the Hospital Authority. Members of the Board of Trustees are G.R. (Rod) Fulsom, Chairman, Paige, OK; Jim Scarbrough, Treasurer, Heavener, OK; Aud Balentine, Secretary, Wister, OK;  Jim Linville, Member, Spiro, OK; Wayne Hoffman, Member, Cameron, OK; Mary Helen Lucas, Member, Poteau, OK; and Monte Shockley, Member, Poteau, OK. Mr. Dean Warren serves as legal counsel to the board of Trustees. 
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